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SA’s progress on 

In 2015 the United Nations established its most 
important global call to action yet: the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). These goals aim to tackle 
global challenges and inspire action in areas of critical 
importance for humanity and the planet. The goals 
were agreed upon by 193 member countries, including 
South Africa. Goal 13 contains climate action. 

Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to 
climate-related disasters 

423% increase in the number of deaths from natural disasters from 2016 to 2019.*

52 The number of local governments with risk-reduction strategies. This is much 
higher than most African countries.

13 The number of national and local disaster risk-reduction strategies that SA has 
adopted. 

The Climate and Disaster Resilience Fund was established in 2020. This fund seeks to 
support efforts to ensure vulnerable communities are better prepared for disasters 
arising from climate change.

* No current data is available - the last study was done in 2019. 

Integrate climate change measures into policy and planning
South Africa is one of only 17 countries, out of 193, that have submitted an 
updated National Adaptation Plan as required by the Paris Agreement.

Policy development is on track. 

Build knowledge and capacity to meet climate change
2019
The open access, online tool – named the Green Book  – is launched. This climate 
risk-profiling and adaptation tool assists municipalities across South Africa in 
assessing climate risks.

2020
Sustainability Starts with Teachers, a UNESCO programme, is implemented. The 
programme supports teacher educators to prepare future teachers for teaching 
sustainability across the curriculum. 

2023
Fundisa for Change develops online learning courses, including Climate Change 
Education for Geography and Climate Change Education for Natural Science.

Implement the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
Climate finance increased twofold in 2019/21 on 2017/18, to R131 billion from R62 billion. 
However, South Africa requires an average of R334 billion and R535 billion per year to 
meet its NDC by 2030 and net-zero goals by 2050, respectively. 

South Africa has provided financial and technical support to other countries, reflective of 
its ‘fair share’ contribution to global climate efforts. In 2019, 2020 and 2021 South Africa 
committed an average of USD222 million in international climate finance. Of this, nearly 
two thirds went to other African countries. 

Promote mechanisms to raise capacity for planning and 
management in least-developed countries

At COP27, South Africa’s Just Energy Transition Investment Plan was viewed as a model 
framework that can assist other developing countries, like Indonesia, Vietnam, India and 
Brazil, with similar fossil fuel dependencies.

The University of Cape Town (UCT) established the Transforming Social Inequalities 
Through Inclusive Climate Action project.  The project, with nodes in Ghana and Kenya, 
aims to build the foundations of an inclusive, interdisciplinary, Pan-African network of 
researchers and practitioners on climate change and inequality.

UCT’s Climate System Analysis Group addresses the knowledge needs of developing 
nations, delivering tailored information, building capacity within the continent, and 
engaging with users around adaptation, policy and impacts. 

CO2 emissions from fossil fuel combustion and cement production: Major 
challenges remain

CO2 emissions embodied in fossil fuel exports: Challenges remain

CO2 emissions embodied in imports: On track and maintaining SDG achievement

SDG achieved

Challenges remain

Significant challenges remain

Major challenges remain

SDG 13: Climate Action

CO2 

What is an SDG?

South Africa’s final score
Score moderately improving, 
insufficient to attain goal.
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